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• USDA provides leadership on food, 
agriculture, natural resources, rural 
development, nutrition, and related issues 
based on public policy, the best available 
science, and effective management. 
 

• About USDA 
– The USDA is made up of 29 agencies and 

offices with nearly 100,000 employees 
who serve the American people at more 
than 4,500 locations across the country 
and abroad. 

 

About the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) 
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• FAS Mission 
– Linking U.S. Agriculture to the World to Enhance 

Export Opportunities and Global Food Security 
 
• Global network of 93 offices covering 171 countries 

 
• Programs and Services 

– Marketing and Export Assistance 
– Food Security and Data Analysis 
– Trade Policy 

 

About the Foreign Agricultural Service 
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Processed Products and Technical 
Regulations Division 

 
 Trade Policy:  Science and evidence based 

regulations. 
 

 Represents the Agency in International Standards 
Organizations, ie.  CODEX, SPS, TBT, APEC,  etc…. 
 

 Provides Interagency Guidance and Coordination of 
SPS and TBT issues. 
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What is a food additive? 
• Food additive - any substance added to food. 
• Additives have been used for thousands of years. 
• Many staple foods we eat everyday contain food 

additives. 
– Bread 
– Yogurt 
– Soups 
– Sauces & Dressings 
– Wine, Beer,  
– Cereal, etc…. 
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Importance of Food Processing 
• Why Process Food? 
Additives perform a variety of useful functions in foods that consumers 
often take for granted: 

– Preservation – extend edible time frame; food safety 
– Improve taste, texture, and appearance with different varieties  
– Maintain or Improve Safety and Freshness 
– Improve or Maintain Nutritional Value 
– Convenience;  On the go. 
– Decreases cost of food, reduce food waste (30%-40% of entire 

food supply, almost $200B annually), and conserve resources 
– Economy and Jobs 
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Importance of Processed Food Trade 
with India and Philippines 

• Processed food accounts for $39.2B worth of U.S. trade in CY 
2017 which is nearly 30% of ag trade. 
 

• In 2017, the U.S. exported: 
• Nearly $122M worth of processed foods to India 
• Nearly $1.1B worth of processed foods to Philippines. 
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Importance of Processed Food Trade 
with the United States 

 
• In 2017: 

• India exported nearly $1.4B worth of processed foods 
to the United States 

• Philippines exported nearly $1.1B worth of processed 
foods to the United States. 
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Processed Food trends 
• Due to increased demand and consumption of 

processed foods, consumers more than ever 
want to know what’s in their food 

• The consumption of processed foods increases 
as incomes increase 

• Technology makes information more readily 
available  
• Not all information is factual or based on sound science 

 
 9 



United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Foreign 
Agricultural 
Service 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Foreign Agricultural Service 

Processed Food trends 
• Fundamental consumer misunderstanding of food 

additives role in processed foods: 
 -Unaware of safety evaluations 
 -Unaware of benefits 
 -Intimidated with chemical names 
 
• Consumers have demanded an “all-natural” or minimal 

ingredients products 
 

10 



United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Foreign 
Agricultural 
Service 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Foreign Agricultural Service 

Companies reformulate on new 
consumer preferences 
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If fresh foods had labels… 
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If fresh foods had labels… 
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Information evolves into trade concerns 

• Documented examples: 
 
• Hong Kong – Bromated Vegetable oil Ban 
• EU – Artificial sweeteners ban 
• France – Bisphenol A Ban 
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FDA GRAS Additive - Bromated 
Vegetable Oil scrutinized by food blogs 
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• In 2017, non-alcoholic beverages accounted for $27M worth of U.S. 
trade to Hong Kong down from its high of $44M in 2016. 16 
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Sweetener Additives – Built-in 
negative perceptions 
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-  In 2017, 
sweeteners 
accounted 
for $37.5M 
worth of 
U.S. trade 
to EU 
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France ignores EFSA’s Opinion 
EFSA's comprehensive re-evaluation of bisphenol A released 
Jan 21, 2015 finds exposure to BPA from the diet or a 
combination of sources is considerably under the safe level 
and therefore poses no health risk to consumers.  
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-  In 2017, the U.S. shipped $306M worth of processed and 
canned foods to France that utilize BPA in packaging. 
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Outreach: Communicating and Educating Trade Partners
• FAS : create bridges and partnerships 

– Comment on WTO notifications and emphasize 
utilizing independent bodies Such as Codex 
Alimentarius and JECFA to set standards 

– Technical exchanges with Trade partners  
– Promote the use of science based standards and 

utilize capacity building 
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FAS Capacity Building Activities 
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Thank You 
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